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SUBJECT: Resolution to Accept Grant Funding as Part of the ABAG Bay Area Retrofit Project

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Adopt Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Clara making CEQA findings; authorizing ABAG
to accept a grant on the County's behalf; recognizing the County's role as the lead local implementer for the cities and
County of Santa Clara for the Bay Area Retrofit Project; and delegating certain authority to the County Executive. (Roll
Call Vote)

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
None. Adoption of the resolution is necessary to authorize ABAG to contract with the State Energy Program for grant
funding. Administration will return to the Board with a subsequent action to budget the County's portion of the grant
award and the associated expenditures.
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CONTRACT HISTORY
None.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION
Santa Clara County participated in a successful regional State Energy Program grant application submitted by the
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG). The grant will help launch a Community Energy Program for the cities
and County of Santa Clara.

ABAG has been awarded $10.75 million to administer a regionally-developed Residential Retrofit Program. Of this
total, the County will receive $1.9 million to manage the local aspects of the program. A cities advisory group is
assisting with the local development and implementation.

All eight counties participating in the ABAG grant proposal must provide an authorizing resolution by March 3. The
resolution makes the finding that approval of energy efficiency projects is categorically exempt pursuant to Title 14,
section 15301 of CEQA, recognizes that the County is the local lead for project implementation, and authorizes ABAG
to contract with the State Energy Commission and accept grant funds on the County's behalf. The resolution must be
approved by each county’s Governing Authority.

BACKGROUND
The California Energy Commission’s (CEC) $95 million in State Energy Program (SEP) funds provide an
unprecedented opportunity to develop and implement a regional community-scale building retrofit program. The
Association of Bay Area Governments partnered with eight Bay Area counties and a total of 104 local governments in
the San Francisco Bay Area to present an innovative proposal – Retrofit Bay Area – to establish the infrastructure for a
market-driven residential retrofit program. This self-sustaining program will stimulate the economy and create jobs
while transforming energy markets in California. Designed for scalability and transferability, this program will create a
model that can be replicated statewide and nationally.

ABAG was awarded a $10.75 million grant to fund Retrofit Bay Area, a region-wide energy efficiency program that will
retrofit 17,000 homes (single family and multifamily) to achieve reduction in home energy consumption, while creating
1,739 home energy retrofit jobs. The grant includes regional program development, local program development and
implementation, evaluation, measurement and verification, and administration and reporting.

Santa Clara County’s budget allocation is $1.9 million. Exhibit A, attached to the resolution, provides a summary
description of the Retrofit Bay Area program and Santa Clara County's local role. The grant will fund staffing to
implement the program. The salary ordinance amendment and appropriation modification for the positions and grant
funding will be brought to the Board at a subsequent meeting. 

The CEC and ABAG are working on their grant agreement, which includes the project description, work statement tasks
and milestones, budget, and schedule. After completion of their agreement, ABAG will work with the counties to form
agreements for the local implementation funding to be distributed.

CONSEQUENCES OF NEGATIVE ACTION
If the resolution is not adopted ABAG will be unable to complete its agreement with the SEC for grant funding for the
retrofit project.

STEPS FOLLOWING APPROVAL
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The Clerk of the Board will send an executed copy of the resolution to Jerry Lahr [JerryL@abag.ca.gov], and a copy to
Jill Boone [jill.boone@ceo.sccgov.org].

ATTACHMENTS

Authorizing Resolution• 
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